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About America Forward

100+
High Impact 

Organizations
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What is Whole-Learner Education?

Supporting Academic Achievement with 

Holistic Approaches 

Federal Policy Recommendations

● Reimagine and Support the Remodeling 

of our Current Education System

● Attract, Support and Retain 

Transformative Educators

● Effectively Engage Families

● Foster Successful Systems through 

Effective Partnerships

● Leverage Science and Evidence
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The Whole Learner Act

Goal: To address student needs through a 
whole-learner approach to education by:

● Establishing a definition for whole-learner 

approaches that is rooted in evidence-based 

practices

○  Creating a competitive federal pilot grant 

program to incentivize:

■ Mental health, trauma-informed 

supports in schools

■ Learning through play in the 

classroom

■ Whole-learner focused professional 

development & training

■ Active parent and family 

engagement 

○ Prioritizing low-income, high-need schools
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Whole Learner Act Execution

● Funding Level:

○ $200 million for FY25 and such sums 

for each of the 5 succeeding fiscal 

years

● Eligibility Requirements:

○ Partnerships consisting of a nonprofit 

organization with expertise in 

whole-learner approaches, a local 

educational agency, and one or more 

of the following entities:

■ Additional local educational 

agencies

■ State educational agencies

■ Institutions of higher education

■ Other nonprofit organizations
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Whole-Learner Approaches in Action

Whole-Learner White Paper

● Articulates the vision of 

whole-learner education

● Highlights Federal Support for 

Whole-Learner Education

● Spotlights example organizations 

who embody a whole-learner 

education approach

● Emphasizes the need for a dedicated 

federal funding stream to support 

whole-learner education initiatives
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Whole-Learner Act Hill Engagement

Jan 2024 Whole Learner Hill Days

● Advocacy Hill Days Training on 

storytelling, drafting talking points, and 

highlighting lived experiences of 

underserved communities

● Hill meetings with over 30 

congressional offices from the House of 

Representatives and Senate & meeting 

with White House Domestic Policy 

Council

Feb - May Engagement

● Additional Hill meetings with key 

legislators

● House & Senate Appropriations 

Strategy
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Questions?



8

Get Engaged in Whole-Learner Education!

Follow our social media pages and reach out: 

https://www.americaforward.org/about/contact/ 

States for Additional Targeted Outreach:

● Maine

● Minnesota

● Oregon

● Pennsylvania

● Virginia

Contact your Representatives and Senators’ offices 

to express your support for whole-learner 

education!

https://www.americaforward.org/about/contact/

